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Public  Health  and  School  Medical  Dept., 
Town  Hall, 

LEIGH, 

Lancashire. 

17th  November,  1947. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  and 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Sub-Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1946. 

As  I  did  not  commence  duty  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
Borough  until  5th  June,  1947,  the  Report  deals  with  the  work  of  my 
predecessor,  Dr.  H.  J.  Peters,  who  left  to  take  up  his  duties  as  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  the  Borough  of  Stockton-on-Tees  in  February,  1947. 
For  this  reason  the  report  is  confined  largely  to  statistics. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  WALKER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Local  Statistics. 

The  Borough  covers  an  area  of  6,359  acres. 

/ 

The  Registrar -General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  population  at 


mid-year  1946,  was  46,340. 

Population  (Census)  1931 .  45,317 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  end  of 

1946  according  to  rate  books..  J 4,1)69 

Rateable  value .  £241,649 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  £965 


Comments  on  Vital  Statistics. 

Birth  Rate. 

The  total  number  of  registered  live  births  assignable  to  the  Borough 
during  1946,  was  949  as  compared  with  821  in  the  previous  year.  The 
corresponding  Birth  Rates  were  20.4  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 
and  18.83.  The  Birth  Rate  is  the  highest  recorded  since  1921. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  shows  a  marked  decrease  from  ' 
55  in  1945,  to  26  in  1946. 

Still  Birth  Rate  * 

The  total  number  of  registered  still  births  assignable  to  the  Borough 
during  1946  was  26  as  against  29  in  1945.  The  corresponding  rates  for  the 
two  years  were  26.6  and  34.1  (per  1,000  registered  live  and  still  births). 

General  Death  Rate. 

The  death  rate  for  1946,  was  1 1.5,  which  represents  a  decrease 
from  the  rate  of  12.5  for  the  year  1945.  The  rate  in  England  and  Wales 
for  1946  was  11.5.  Of  the  535  deaths  which  occurred  during  1946,  284 
(53.08%)  occurred  in  persons  65  years  or  over. 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate. 

During  the  year  1946,  there  were  53  deaths  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  as  compared  with  51  in  thee  previous  year.  The  corresponding 
Infantile  Mortality  Rates  were  55  per  1,000  registered  live  births  and  62. 
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Maternal  Mortality. 


There  were  no  deaths  registered  during  1946  as  being  due  to  diseases 
or  accidents  of  pregnancy  or  parturition.  There  were  three  such  deaths 
during  the  previous  year. 


STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR,  1946. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Live 

Births 

> 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Male  Female  Total 
467  436  903 

26  20  46 

493  456  949 

Birth  Rate 

(per  1000  population) 

20.4 

Still 

Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Male  Female  Total 

8  13  21 

2  3  5 

10  16  26 

Still  Birth  Rate 

(por  1000  live  and 
still  births) 

26.6 

Deaths  of 

Infants 
under  1  yr. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Male  Female  Total 

31  19  50 

3—3 

34  19  53 

Infant  Mortality 
Rate 

(per  1000  registered 
live-births) 

55 

Deaths 

Male 

302 

Female  Total 

233  535 

Death  Rate  11.5 

(per  1000  population) 

Maternal 

Deaths 

Puerperal  Sepsis  .  — 

Other  maternal  causes  .  — 

Total  — 

Maternal  Mortality 
Rate 

Principal 
Causes  of 
Mortality 

1946  1945 

Heart  Disease  .  96  114 

Cancer .  74  72 

Intra- cranial  vascular 

lesions  .  59  47 

Bronchitis .  44  55 

1944  1943  1942 

87  95  67 

83  73  70 

59  65  69 

55  44  48 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA,  1946. 


Analysis  of  Infant  Mortality 


Causes  of  Death  as  Stated  on  the 
Death  Certificate 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Ages  of  Death 

Broncho -pneumonia  . 

6 

11  mths.,  7  mtlis.,  3  mths.,  2 

(a)  Broncho -pneumonia  . 

(b)  Acute  Catarrhal  cold  . 

1 

mths.,  5  mths.;  6  mths. 

8  mths. 

(a)  Broncho -pneumonia  . 

( b )  Heart  failure  . 

1 

10  mths. 

( a )  Broncho  -pneumoni  a 

Congenital  heart  disease 

1 

4  mths. 

Asphyxia  contributed  to  by  bron¬ 
chitis,  such  asphyxia  being  due 
to  obstruction  by  the  bedclothes 

whilst  sleeping  with  parents  .... 

1 

4  mths. 

Asphyxia . 

1 

3  mths. 

(a)  Congestion  of  lungs  . 

(b)  Congenital  debility... . 

1 

3  days. 

Prematurity  . 

15 

3  days  (2),  6  hrs.,  13  hrs.,  1  mth., 

(a)  Congenital  atelectasis 

(b)  Prematurity  . 

1 

10  mins.,  1  wk  (2),  7  lirs., 

1  day,  4  days  (2),  8  mths., 

6  days,  2  wks. 

12  hours. 

(а)  Marasmus 

(б)  Premature  birth  . 

1 

2  days. 

Marasmus . 

1 

1  week. 

Haemorrhage  from  birth  cord  due 
to  slipping  of  ligature  . 

1 

1  hour. 

Subarachnoid  haemorrhage  . 

1 

4  months. 

(a)  Haemorrhage  into  bowl. 

( b )  Haemorrhagic  disease  of  new¬ 
born  giving  rise  to  small  hae¬ 
morrhage  into  all  organs 

1 

6  days. 

G astro -enteri  tis  . 

o 

O 

5  mths.,  2  mths.,  3  mths. 

Enteritis  of  unknown  aetiology  .... 

l 

2  months. 

(a)  Toxaemia  and  marasmus 

( b )  G  astro -enteritis  . 

1 

1  month. 

Enteritis  . 

l 

2  months. 

Shock  and  inattention  at  birth  .... 

1 

15  minutes. 

(a)  Enlarged  thymus 

(b)  Congenital  cyanosis  . 

1 

4  months. 

(a) '  Spina  bifida 

(b)  Maldevelopment  in  uterus  .... 

l 

1  month. 

Spina  bifida  . 

l 

2  weeks. 

Acute  lymphatic  leukaemia . 

1 

8  months. 

(a)  Acute  Bronchitis 

(b)  Mongolism  . 

l 

3  months. 

Acute  bronchitis  . 

l 

7  months. 

(a)  Bronchitis 

(b)  Nasal  catarrh 

Underweight  at  birth  . 

l 

1  month. 

Congenital  heart  disease  . 

2 

1  month  (2). 

Pneumonia  . 

1 

5  months. 

(а)  Lobar  pneumonia 

(б)  Enteritis  . 

1 

5  months. 

Acute  meningococcal  septicaemia 

1 

7  months. 

(a)  Toxaemia 

( b )  Broncho -pneumonia  . 

1 

2  months. 

Total  . 

53 

The  figures  in  brackets  indicate  the  number  of  children  who  died  at  the 
age  specified. 


STATISTICS  FOR  THE  AREA,  1946. 
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STATISTICS  FOR  THE  AREA,  1940 


Causes  of  Death 


Cause  of  Heath 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tj^phoid  fever,  etc. 

2. 

3. 

Cerebro- spinal  fever . . . 

Scarlet  fever . 

1 

— . 

1 

4. 

Whooping  Cough . .  ..  . 

5. 

Diphtheria . 

6. 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis . 

9 

6 

15 

7. 

Other  Tuberculosis . . . . . 

2 

1 

3 

8. 

Syphilis . . . 

2 

-  1 

3 

9. 

Influenza...................... . 

— 

3 

3 

10. 

Measles . . . .  . . 

11. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio 
Encephalitis  . . . . 

i 

12. 

13. 

Acute  inf.  encephalitis . 

Cancer — b.  cav.  &  oesoph  (M) 

uterus  (F) . . 

1 

1 

2 

14. 

„  stomach  and  duodenum.. 

12 

8 

20 

15. 

,,  breast  . . .  . 

2 

19 

9 

16. 

,,  other  sites . . . . . 

31 

50 

17. 

Diabetes . 

1 

3 

4 

18. 

Intra-cran.  vase,  lesions . 

29 

30 

59 

19. 

Heart  disease . 

59 

37 

96 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

13 

15 

28 

21. 

Bronchitis... . . . 

21 

23 

44 

22. 

Pneumonia . . . 

11 

13 

24 

23. 

Other  respiratory  diseases . 

1 

2 

3 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum . 

2 

9 

jlj 

4 

25. 

26. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) . 

Appendicitis . : . . . 

6 

1 

— 

6 

1 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases . 

5 

2 

7 

28. 

Nephritis . 

8 

8 

16 

29. 

Puerperal  &  post  abortive  sepsis.... 

— 

— 

— • 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes . 

31. 

Premature  birth . . . . . . 

10 

5 

15 

32. 

Con.  Mai.  birth  inf  Tuft,  dis . . 

6 

5 

11 

33. 

Suicide . . . 

8 

— 

8 

34. 

Road  traffic  accidents . 

9 

— 

9 

35. 

Other  violent  causes . . . 

22  * 

5 

27 

36. 

All  other  causes . 

39 

42 

81 

TOTALS . 

302 

233 

535 

STATISTICS  FOR  THE  AREA,  1946 
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STATISTICS  FOR  THE  AREA,  1946. 
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STATISTICS  FOR  THE  AREA,  1946. 


Leigh  Birth  Rate  during  1914-1920  and  1939-1946 


Year . 

1914 

26.92 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

Rate . 

24.15 

21.76 

19.39 

21.05 

21.03 

26.40 

23.5 

Year . 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

Rate . 

14.58 

15.49 

18.12 

18.30 

19.79 

19.00 

18.83 

20.4 

_____ 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


Laboratory  Facilities. 


There  has  been  no  change  in  the  laboratory  facilities  outlined  in  my 
Report  for  1945.  Particulars  of  the  material  submitted  to  the  laboratory 
at  the  Royal  Infirmary  Wigan  are  set  out  in  the  table  on  page  13.  Samples 
of  milk  for  bacteriological  examination  and  the  phosphatase  test,  of  water 
for  chemical  examination,  and  blood  for  the  Wassermann  reaction, 


were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester.  The 
results  of  the  examination  of  the  samples  of  milk  and  water  will  be 
found  in  the  appropriate  section  of  this  report. 

r  '  — 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA,  1946. 


Material  Submitted  for  Bacteriological  Examination. 


i 

Material 

Positive 

Negative 

Total 

1 .  Swabs — - 

Throat 

(a)  C.  diphtheriae  . 

9 

47 

56 

(6)  H.  streptococci  . 

3 

— 

O 

O 

Nose  (C.  diphtheriae)  . 

— 

3 

3 

Ear . 

1 

— 

1 

2.  Faeces  (pathogenic  organisms)  .... 

— 

16 

16 

3.  Vaginal  swab . 

— - 

1 

1 

4*  0 •  F •  S •  ••••  ....  .... 

— 

2 

2 

TOTAL  . 

13 

69 

82 

Ambulance  Service. 


The  Council  provides  an  ambulance  for  the  residents  of  the  Bo¬ 
rough.  The  service  is  administered  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and 
is  free  up  to  a  distance  of  15  miles.  Beyond  this  distance  there  is  a  charge 
of  6d.  per  mile.  Normally  the  ambulances  are  available  for  distances  up 
to  a  radius  of  50  miles. 


The  Council  possesses  four  ambulances  which  are  manned  by 
eleven  drivers  who  work  under  the  supervision  of  the  ambulance  super¬ 
intendent. 


The  service  is  available  for  the  removal  of  all  cases  of  illness  with 
the  exception  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases.  The  Leigh  Joint  Hospital 
Board  undertakes  their  removal.  A  medical*  certificate,  stating  that  an 
ambulance  is  necessary  must  be  produced  before  an  ambukm.ee  is  made 
available.  This  condition  is,  of  course,  waived  in  the  case  of  accidents 
and  other  exceptional  circumstances. 


The  ambulances  covered  a  total  distance  of  41,953  miles  during 
1946.  The  distance  covered  in  1945  was  38,047  miles. 


rfhe  petrol  drawn  during  the  year  was  4,074  gallons  and  the  amount 
drawn  in  1945  was  3,684  gallons.  The  large  amount  of  work  performed 
by  this  service  during  the  year  under  consideration  is  set  out  in  the  table 
on  page  15. 


Use  is  made  of  this  service  for  the  transport  of  the  domiciliary 
midwives  in  cases  of  urgency,  and  at  those  times  when  the  normal  methods 
of  transport  are  not  available. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES, 

1946. 

Ambulance  Service. 

No.  of 

cases  conveyed  : — • 

(a) 

To  and  from  local  institutions — 

Leigh  Infirmary  . 

..  3881 

Public  Assistance  Institution . 

179 

( b ) 

To  and  from  institutions  outside  the  Borough — 

Manchester  Royal  Infirmary  . 

95 

St.  Mary’s  Hospitals,  Manchester  . 

...  151 

Hope  Hospital . 

22 

Royal  Albert  Edward  Infirmary,  Wigan  .... 

20 

Salford  Royal  Infirmary . 

42 

Bolton  Infirmary  . 

19 

Manchester  Royal  Eye  Hospital . 

...  109 

Christie’s  Hospital,  Manchester  . 

64 

Royal  Manchester  Children's  Hospital 

...  161 

Other  Manchester  Hospitals . 

74 

Other  Hospitals  . 

115 

(c) 

Other  causes  (mortuary,  pit  accidents,  etc.)  .... 

...  380 

(d) 

Total  number  of  cases  dealt  with 

(excluding  transport  of  Midwives) 

...  5312 

(e) 

Transport  of  domiciliary  midwives  . 

...  347 

(/) 

Mileage  covered  . 

...41,953 

(9) 

Petrol  drawn  (gallons) . 

....  4,074 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

Orthopaedic  cases  are  sent  to  the  Lancashire  County  Council’s 
orthopaedic  clinic  at  Tyldesley.  If  they  require  hospital  treatment 
they  are  referred  from  the  clinic  to  the  Lancashire  County  Council’s 
hospital  at  Biddulph  Grange. 

The  clinic  established  for  the  treatment  of  scabies  continues  to 
function  on  the  lines  indicated  in  previous  reports.  Benzyl  Benzoate  is 
the  therapeutic  agent  normally  employed  and  two  applications  are 
usually  given.  The  leaflet  prepared  by  the  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education  on  scabies  and  impetigo  is  handed  to  patients  attending  the 
clinic.  The  number  of  cases  who  attended  for  treatment  was  254  and 
this  represents  a  considerable  reduction  on  last  year’s  figure.  Of  this 
number  97  were  pre-school  children,  52  school  children  and  105  adults. 
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The  total  number  of  cases  which  attended  in  1945  was  319.  Of  these  58 
were  pre-school  children,  150  school  children  and  1  11  adults.  Many 
patients  express  satisfaction  at  the  quick  alleviation  of  their  symptoms 
brought  about  by  treatment. 


The  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  in  the  Borough  is  situated  in  Church 
Street  and  is  staffed  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council.  There  are  several 
clinics  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Leigh  where  patients  may  obtain  treat¬ 
ment  for  venereal  disease.  The  tables  on  pages  16  to  00  illustrate  the 
work  of  the  various  clinics  of  the  Health  Department  of  the  Borough. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA,  1946. 

Pre-School  Children  Treated  at  Clinics. 

Number  of 

individual 

Number  of 

Nature  of  Treatment 

children 

Attendances 

treated 

Minor  ailments . . . 

112 

390 

Ultra  violet  ray  therapy . . 

96 

618 

Dental . 

13 

18 

Orthopaedic . . . 

16 

16 

Operative  (tonsils  and  adenoids)... . 

I 

1 

Orthoptic . . . . . 

4 

6 

TOTAL.. . 

142 

1049 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA,  1946. 


Nutrition  of  School  Children. 


Y  ear 

Excellent 

0/ 

Jo 

Normal 

0/ 

Jo 

Slightly  Sub -normal 

0/ 

Jo 

Bad 

% 

1941 

0.51 

77.51 

21.02 

0.91 

1942 

0.36 

81.67 

17.00 

0.89 

j  1943 

2.12  - 

84.75 

12.77 

0.36 

1944 

5.10 

85.82 

9.08 

— 

1945 

7.8 

86.00 

6.20 

— 

1946 

7.65 

89-88 

2-41 

0.06 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA,  1946. 

Work  of  Minor  Ailment  Clinics. 

,  r  i  i  i 

Stone 

Coal 

N angr  eaves 

Chapel 

Defects 

House 

Pit  Lane 

Street 

Street 

Totals 

Skin  diseases . 

94 

83 

66 

31 

273 

Eye  . 

10 

13 

4 

9 

36 

Ear  . 

18 

33 

11 

28 

90 

Miscellaneous 

(minor  injuries, 

bruises,  sores, 

etc.) . 

132 

235 

125 

no 

602 

Total  no.  of  defects 

254 

364 

205 

178 

1001 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA,  1946. 


Refraction  Clinic. 

Work  done 

No.  of  children  dealt  with  at  clinic  .... 

....  161 

No.  of  clinics  held  . 

34 

Spectacles  prescribed . 

....  133 

Spectacles  supplied  . 

....  117 

18 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA,  1946. 

Nose,  Throat  and  Ear  Clinic. 

No.  of  Cases 

Number  of 

No.  of  Cases 

which,  after 

Suspected  Defect 

Cases  re- 

referred  for 

investigation , 

f erred  for 

observation 

did  not  require 

treatmen  t 

treatment 

Infected  Antrum . . . . 

3 

— 

— — 

Tonsils  and  adenoids . 

1 62 

1 

8 

Adenoids . 

3 

— 

Rhinitis. . 

2 

- — - 

— . 

Otitis  Media . . 

19 

6 

— . 

Deafness  (Cerumen ) . 

2 

— 

- — 

Retracted  Ear  Drum . . 

2 

— - 

— 

Dermoid  Cyst . 

1 

— 

— 

Drainage  of  Antrum . 

1 

— 

— 

Deflected  Nasal  Septum . 

1 

_ — 

— 

Bulging  Ear  Drum . 

1 

— 

— 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA,  1946. 


Ultra  Violet  Ray  Clinic. 

School 

Pre-School 

Disease 

✓  — 

Children 

Children 

Anaemia . . . 

7 

3 

Asthma . 

1 

2 

Anaemia  and  Debility . 

2 

Bronchitis . 

21 

1 

Bronchiectasis . 

1 

— 

Catarrh . 

1 

1 

Debility . 

30 

10 

Enlarged  Glands . 

6 

Cervical  Adenitis . 

3 

Inguinal  Adenitis . 

1 

Kidney  Trouble . 

— 

1 

Knock  Knees . 

— 

2 

Recurrent  Colds . 

1 

— 

Submaxilliary  Glands . 

1 

— 

T.b.  Gland . 

— 

1 

Underweight . 

— 

7 

TOTAL . 

75 

28 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA,  1946. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

No.  of 

Cases  which  received  in-patient 
treatment  at  Biddulph  Grange 

Defect 

Cases 

Orthopaedic  Hospital 

Arthritis  L.  knee 

Admitted  to  hospital  6/7/45  and 

(Sub-acute)  . 

1 

discharged  7/6/46. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Admitted  to  hospital  6/9/46  and 

lower  leg .  . 

1 

still  in  hospital  31/12/46. 

Paralysis  right  upper 

Admitted  to  hospital  2/2/45  and 

arm  (Acute  Poliomyelitis) 

1 

discharged  21/6/46. 

Talipes  equina varus 

2 

1  admitted  to  hospital  4/1/46  and 

Spastic  Paraplegia  . 

2 

discharged  7/6/46.  1  admitted  to 
hospital  29/11/46  and  still  in 
hospital  31/12/46. 

1  admitted  to  hospital  5/7/46  and 

ITlctt  ♦...  ••••  •  •••  •  ••• 

1 

discharged  15/11  /46 . 

Torticollis . 

1 

Knock  knee  . 

2 

Admitted  to  hospital  31/8/45  and 

Infantile  Paralysis  . 

T 

Defective  posture  . 

2 

discharged  11/1/46. 

Adduction  of  fore  feet  .... 

1 

Admitted  to  hospital  7/9/45  and 

discharged  12/4/46. 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

right  leg . 

1 

V foot  ...*  .... 

1 

Valgus  ankles  . 

1 

Admitted  to  hospital  8/2/46  and 

Congenital  dislocation  of 

/ 

right  hip . 

1 

still  in  hospital  31/12/46. 

Amputation  of  left  leg  ... 

1 

Acute  Anterior 

Poliomyelitis . 

1 

Acute  Anterior 

. 

Poliomyelitis  left  leg  ... 

1 

Congenital  flexion  of 

wrist  and  fingers  . 

1 

1  Admitted  to  hospital  22/3/46  and 

Exostosis  of  os  calcis 

(Bilateral)  . 

.  2 

discharged  3/5/46. 

Old  Suppurative 

Admitted  to  hospital  15/2/46  and 

Arthritis  right  hip . 

..  1 

discharged  1/11  /46. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA,  1946  _ _ 

Clinics  held  in  the  Borough 

Monday  Tuesday  i  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  J  Saturday 
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Availability  of  Clinic  Facilities. 

All  the  facilities  provided  for  the  school  children  of  the  Borough 
are  available  to  pre-school  children  suffering  from  dental,  orthopaedic 
and  other  defects.  Dental  treatment  is  available  for  expectant  mothers. 

Day  Nursery. 

The  staff  consists  of  a  matron,  a  deputy  matron  and  nine  nursery 
assistants.  The  Matron  is  a  State  Registered  Nurse  and  the  deputy 
matron  a  qualified  nursery  nurse.  At  the  time  of  their  appointments 
the  staff  are  medically  examined  to  ensure  that  from  a  medical  point  of 
view  they  are  suitable  persons  to  have  the  care  of  young  children. 

During  the  year  136  children  attended  the  Nursery.  There  were 
85  new  admissions  to  the  Nursery  during  1946.  Of  these,  36  were  under 
and  49  were  over  two  years. 

Great  care  is  taken  to  ensure  that  each  child  receives  a  correct 
diet.  No  difficulty  is  experienced  in  getting  all  the  children  to  take  their 
cod  liver  oil  and  fruit  juice  supplements.  This  is  a  striking  and  inter¬ 
esting  contrast  to  the  difficulty  which  many  of  the  parents  of  children  who 
attend  the  child  welfare  centres  appear  to  have  in  persuading  their  children 
to  take  these  valuable  supplements.  Children  who  are  under- nourished 
on  admission  very  soon  shew  an  improvement  in  their  physical  condition. 

Hospitals. 

The  accommodation  at  the  Municipal  Maternity  Home  (18  beds) 
again  proved  inadequate  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  district.  During  the 
year  195  prospective  patients  were  refused  admission  owing  to  lack  of 
accommodation.  The  number  of  patients  refused  admission  in  the 
years  1942,  1943,  1944  and  1945  was  122,  165,  153  and  20  (Home  closed 
for  period  during  the  year)  respectively.  The  available  accommodation  for 
institutional  midwifery  is  clearly  insufficient. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  accommodated  at  Astley  Sana¬ 
torium,  which  is  administered  by  the  Leigh  Joint  Hospital  Board.  The 
Council  makes  a  payment  to  the  Manchester  Royal  Eye  Hospital  in 
respect  of  infants  from  the  borough  admitted  with  ophthalmia  neon¬ 
atorum. 

Since  1940  the  Council  has  accepted  financial  responsibility  tor 
obstetrical  emergencies  and  abnormalities  receiving  in-patient  treatment 
at  St.  Mary’s  Hospitals,  Manchester,  and  Hope  Hospital,  Salford. 


Particulars  of  the  cases  for  which  the  Borough  of  Leigh  accepted 
financial  responsibility  are  shewn  in  the  tables  on  pages  22  and  23. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA,  1946. 

Abnormalities  Admitted  to  Hope  Hospital 

N limber  of 
Cases. 

Reason  for  Admission 

1 

Post-partum  haemorrhage.  Manual  removal  of 

placenta.  B.B.A. 

1 

Mitral  stenosis 

1 

Incomplete  abortion 

2 

Acute  appendicitis 

1 

Dyspepsia 

1 

Hydronephrosis  with  stone  right  kidney 

1 

Inevitable  abortion 

1 

Pelvic  cellulitis.  Baby  healthy. 

1 

Admitted  for  nephrectomy. 

1 

Dysmenorrhoea 

23 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA,  1946. _ 

Abnormalities  Admitted  to  St.  Mary’s  Hospitals 


nber  of 
f ases 

Reason  for  Admission 

2 

Threatened  abortion 

1 

?  Twin  pregnancy 

6 

Delayed  labour 

3 

Contracted  pelvis 

3 

Toxaemia  of  pregnancy 

1 

R.P.C. 

8 

Bad  obstetrical  history 

2 

Trial  of  labour 

1 

Previous  miscarriage 

3 

Breech  presentation 

2 

Ante  partum  haemorrhage 

6 

Caesarian  section 

2 

Anaemia  of  pregnancy 

1 

Inadequate  x>elvie  measurements 

1 

Pyelitis  of  pregnancy 

1 

?  Empyema 

2 

Complete  abortion 

1 

1  Ectopic 

1 

Mitral  stenosis 

1 

Colporraphy  in  1943 

1 

Premature  Labour 

1 

Retained  placenta 

1 

Condition  of  heart 

1 

Diabetes 

5 

Cause  unknown 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA,  1946. 


Abnormalities  for  which  Domiciliary  Midwives  Requested  Aid. 


Nature  of  abnormality  as  stated  on  medical  aid  note 


Delayed  labour . 

pyrexia  .  . . .  . 

Lacerated  perineum  ....  . 

Incomplete  abortion . 

Prolapsed  cord  ?  Transverse  lie 

Albuminuria  . 

Threatened  abortion . 

Abortion  . 

Dizziness  . 

Premature  baby . 

Breech  presentation . 

Infantile  vomiting  and  diarrhoea  . 

Sore  eyes  of  infant  . . 

Anaemia  . 

Cyanosis  of  infant  . . 

Rigid  cervex — posterior  position  . 

?  Post-maturity . 

Contracted  pelvis  . 

3rd  stage  haemorrhage — partial  adherent  placenta 

Foetal  distress  . 

Feebleness  of  infant . 

Persistent  anterior  tip  of  cervex.  No  advance  after 

full  dilation  . 

Uterine  inertia  . . 

Meconium  stained  liquor — face  presentation 
Albuminuria  and  hypertension 

Phlebitis  in  right  leg . 

Swelling  of  hand  and  wrist  of  infant 
B.B.A . 

Haemorrhage  at  5th  and  8th  month  of  pregnancy 
Raised  blood  pressure  and  disproportion 

Swelling  left  side  of  neck . 

?  Placenta  praevia  . 

Pallor  and  difficult  respiration  of  infant 

?  Malpresentation . 

Haemorrhage  at  14th  day  of  puerperium 

Presentation  . 

Abdominal  pain . 

Swollen  lips  and  face  of  infant 
Epileptic  patient 

Heavy  loss  of  blood  ?  abortion  . 

Discharging  eye(s)  of  infant  . 

Small  laceration  inside  vagina  and  labia 

High  blood  pressure  during  pregnancy . 

Head  above  brim  during  labour 

Cleft  palate . 

Infant  dead  on  arrival  . 

Ventral  hernia  . 

Laceration  of  labia  .... 


Number 


17 

6 

58 

1 

2 

2 

8 

10 

1 

14 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


o 

o 

1 

9 

jLJ 

1 

1 

O 

O 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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Midwifery. 

The  six  domiciliary  municipal  midwives  attended  437  cases  in 
1946,  an  increase  of  24  on  the  previous  year’s  figure  of  413.  Of  these  357 
were  delivered  by  the  midwife  and  in  the  remaining  eases  she  assisted 
the  medical  attendant.  The  midwife  in  private  practice  in  the  borough 
attended  92  cases.  She  assisted  the  medical  attendant  in  18  and  delivered 
the  remainder  herself. 


During  the  year  336  mothers  were  granted  dockets  for  sheets 
under  the  terms  of  Circular  154/44. 


The  tables  on  page  24  and  27  give  an  analysis  of  the  reasons  for 
which  the  domiciliary  and  independent  midwives  requested  medical  aid. 

During  the  year,  478  patients  were  admitted  to  the  municipal 
maternity  home.  In  suitable  cases  the  length  of  stay  was  reduced  from 
14  days  to  10  days  in  order  to  make  it  possible  to  admit  a  greater  number 
of  patients.  The  table  on  page  27  gives  details  of  the  work  done  in  the 
Home.  The  practice  of  using  dust-laying  oils  at  the  Maternity  Home  for 
the  treatment  of  bedding  and  floors  has  been  continued  during  the  year. 


The  Emergency  Maternity  Unit,  stationed  at  St.  Mary’s  Hospitals, 
Manchester,  was  called  out  on  six  occasions.  The  reasons  for  its  use  were 
(1)  Post-partum  haemorrhage  and  obstetric  shock,  (2)  Retained  placenta, 
(3)  Intra-partum  haemorrhage,  (4)  Intra-partum  haemorrhage  and 
retained  placenta,  (5)  Retained  placenta,  (6)  Placenta  manually  expressed. 


Home  Help  Scheme. 

The  Home  Help  Scheme  provides  domestic  assistance  in  the  home 
of  the  mother  who  has  just  been  confined  and  in  circumstances  where 
the  presence  of  sickness  makes  the  provision  of  such  assistance  desirable. 
One  whole-time  and  one  part-time  home  help  w'ere  available  during  1946. 
Difficulty  was  experienced  in  recruiting  suitable  persons  to  act  as  part- 
time  home  helps.  The  helpers  are  available  either  for  cases  requiring 
assistance  because  of  confinement  or  for  cases  requiring  domestic  help 
because  of  illness  in  the  household.  In  each  case  records  are  kept  of  the 
service  rendered  and  of  the  circumstances  which  necessitated  the  request 
for  help.  The  demand  for  the  facilities  afforded  by  this  scheme  have  not 
been  as  great  as  was  anticipated.  A  Health  Visitor  visits  each  household 
as  soon  as  the  request  for  assistance  is  received. 
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During  the  year  assistance  was  provided  in  four  households  wher 
there  had  been  a  recent  confinement  and  in  five  households  where  there 
was  illness  or  infirmity.  In  two  out  of  these  five  cases  requests  for  help 
were  made  because  of  infirmity  due  to  senility.  The  illnesses  in  the 
remaining  cases  were  disseminated  sclerosis,  cancer  and  broken  arm  and 
arthritis  of  legs. 

Illegitimate  Children. 

Following  the  receipt  of  circular  2866  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  in  October,  1943,  the  Borough  of  Leigh,  as  an  autonomous  mater¬ 
nity  and  child  welfare  authority,  co-operated  with  the  Lancashire  County 
Council  in  operating  a  scheme  for  the  care  of  illegitimate  children.  Three 
cases  were  dealt  with  under  the  scheme  during  1946. 

A  close  liaison  exists  between  the  Moral  Welfare  Worker  of  the 
Leigh,  Atherton  and  Tyldesley  Council  for  Moral  Welfare  and  the  staff 
of  the  Health  Department. 

The  table  on  page  12  gives  some  statistics  regarding  illegitimate 
children.  It  will  be  seen  from  this  table  that  the  number  of  illegitimate 
births  has  shown  a  marked  decrease  during  1946.  There  were  26  illegiti¬ 
mate  births  during  the  year  under  review  compared  with  55  in  1945.  The 
percentage  of  illegitimate  births  to  legitimate  births  decreased  from  7.18 
in  1945  to  2.74  in  1946.  The  mortality  rate  for  illegitimate  births  was  65 
compared  with  55  for  legitimate  births. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA,  1946. 

Abnormalities  ior  which  Independent  Domiciliary  Midwife  Requested  Aid 

Nature  of  Abnormality  as  Stated  on  Medical  Aid  Form 

Number 

Premature  birth . 

Delayed  labour . 

Haemorrhage  . 

B.B.A . 

|  Torn  perineum . - . 

Abortion  . 

Retained  placenta  . 

?  Presentation . .  . 

Rigor.  High  temperature  . 

Feebleness . 

Urine  not  clear . 

Rise  of  temperature  and  haemorrhage  ....  . 

Baby  deformed  spine  . 

3 

4 

1 

1  1 
7 

r-' 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

* 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES,  1946. 


Firs  Maternity  Home. 

* 

Patients  admitted . 

•  •  •  • 

....  473 

Live  births  . 

. 

465 

Still  births  . 

. 

13 

Total  births . 

. 

478 

Normal  deliveries  . 

. 

451 

Instrumental  deliveries  . 

27 

Patients  X-rayed . 

Mothers  transferred  before  delivery  : — 

. .  .... 

20 

To  Hope  Hospital,  Salford . 

. 

— — 

To  St.  Mary’s  Hospitals,  Manchester  . 

Mothers  transferred  after  delivery  : — 

. .  .... 

5 

To  Astley  Sanatorium  . 

Infants  transferred  : — 

•  •  .  • .  • 

3 

To  Leigh  Infirmary  . 

. 

1 

To  the  Royal  Manchester  Children’ s  Hospital,  Pendlebury 
To  the  P.A.C.  Hospital,  Leigh  ....  . . . 
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Health  Visitors. 

Five  full-time  Health  Visitors  are  employed  by  the  borough. 
Each  Health  Visitor  is  also  a  School  Nurse.  The  table  on  page  28  sum¬ 
marises  the  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  during  1946. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


FOR  THE  AREA,  1946. 

Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors. 

Visits  to  expectant  mothers  : — 

(a)  First  visits  .  13 

( b )  Total  visits .  ....  13 

Visits  to  children  under  1  year  of  age  : — 

(a)  First  visits  .  677 

( b )  Total  visits .  1187 

Visits  to  children  between  ages  of  1  and  5  years  : — 

(a)  First  visits  .  17 

(b)  Total  visits .  853 

Total  of  all  visits  .  2760 


Child  Life  Protection. 

The  Health  Visitors  undertake  the  supervision  and  protection  of 
children  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Surveyor  and  the  Director  of  Public 


Cleansing  for  the  following  particulars  regarding  closet  accommodation 
in  the  borough. 

Fresh  water  closets . . .  13,633 

Waste  water  closets .  430 

Privies  (no  water  supply  or  sewer  available)  20 

Pail  closets  (no  water  supply  or  sewer  available)  24 


Public  Cleansing. 

The  arrangements  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse 
remain  the  same  as  in  previous  years.  The  Director  of  Public  Cleansing 
informs  me  that  14,850  moveable  ashbins  were  emptied  on  677,948 
occasions. 

One  thousand  tons  of  refuse  were  dealt  with  at  the  destructor 
and  8,918  tons  were  delivered  to  tips  in  the  borough. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

On  page  29  are  set  out  particulars  of  the  inspections  carried  out 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  The  shortage  of  labour  and  materials  has 
had  an  adverse  affect  on  the  speedy  remedying  of  defects. 
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(a)  Summary  of  Inspections. 
In  connection  with  : — 


Infectious  Diseases  (a)  Primary  visits . 

125 

(h)  Re-visits  . 

33 

Slaughter-houses  . 

:...  958 

a  o 

Piggeries  . 

02 

Farms  and  cowsheds  . 

100 

Dairies  and  milk  shops  . 

....  141 

Bakehouses . 

122 

Vans  and  tents . 

4 

Often  s  i  ve  trades . 

9 

....  -W 

Factories  . 

80 

Butchers’  shops . - . 

....  177 

Market . 

....  223 

Schools  . 

4 

Food  premises  . 

...  019 

Canal  boats  . 

22 

Stables . 

29 

Visits  for  other  causes  . 

....  1377 

I  nterviews .  . 

....  1402 

'  Houses  (nuisances)  : — 

(a)  Primary  visits  . 

1665 

(1))  Re-visits  . 

....  3295 

Defects  or  Nuisances  found. 

Drains  and  gullies  . 

124 

Roofs  and  chimneys . 

....  281 

Eaves  and  downspouts  . 

....  338 

Walls  . . 

....  316 

Windows  and  frames  . 

125 

Doors  and  frames  . 

98 

Floors . 

304 

Paving,  channelling  and  yards  . 

41 

Closets . 

....  289 

Sinks  and  sink  pipes  . 

106 

Plaster  work  . 

....  906 

Other  defects  . 

....  500 

Notices  Served. 

(i a )  Informal  . 

....  594 

(i b )  Statutory  . 

....  172 
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(d)  Results. 

Number  of  defects  dealt  with  .  3428 

Number  of  defects  abated  .  2184 

Number  of  defects  remaining  to  be  dealt  with .  1244 

Shops  Acts. 

During  the  year  215  inspections  were  made. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act. 

Work  under  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919,  anqthe* 
Infestation  Ordei ,  1943,  was  continued  during  the  year  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  the  Rodent  Officer. 

During  the  year  a  considerable  amount  of  progress  has  been 
achieved  in  the  work  of  Rodent  Control  in  the  Borough.  It  is  now  possible 
to  assess  the  value  derived  from  the  sewer  maintenance  treatments 
undertaken  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  the  results  being 
expressed  in  table  on  page  31. 

During  the  year  two  further  treatments  of  the  sewers  in  the  Borough 
were  completed.  This  entailed  the  baiting  of  224  manholes  on  each 
occasion.  The  results  are  tabulated  in  tables  on  page  31. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a  Survey  of  premises  and  land  in  the 
Borough,  for  evidence  of  infestation  by  rats,  was  undertaken  by  the 
Rodent  Operatives.  Special  financial  inducement  was  offered  to  local 
authorities  who  agreed  to  enter  this  scheme.  Up  to  the  31st  December, 
3,742  different  premises  were  surveyed  and  reported  upon  as  to  evidence 
of  rodent  infestation.  When  evidence  was  found,  the  necessary  remedial 
measures  were  undertaken  after  receiving  the  consent  of  the  occupier. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  94  complaints  of  infestation  were 
received  and  investigated.  A  comprehensive  table  of  the  various  types 
of  premises  treated,  along  with  the  results  obtained,  is  given  in  table  on 

page  32. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA,  1946. 


Period  Commencing  June,  1946. 


No.  of 

Pre- 

baits 

Poison  baits 

No.  of  trays 

Section 

manholes 

Taken 

Not  taken 

Taken  { 

Not  taken 

used  by  rats 

1 

56 

68 

44 

35 

21 

38 

2 

56 

23 

89 

12 

44 

12 

i  3 

56 

46 

66 

28 

28 

28 

4 

56 

112 

1 

56 

Total  .... 

224 

1 

1  o 7 

J  o  / 

311 

75 

!  149 

1 

78 

SANITARY 

CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE 

AREA,  1946. 

Period  Commencing  September, 

1946. 

| 

No.  of 

Pre- 

baits 

Poison  baits 

No.  of  trays 

Section 

manholes 

Taken  t 

| 

Not  taken 

Taken 

Not  taken 

used  by  rats 

1 

56 

91 

21 

43 

13 

47 

2 

56 

6 

106 

— 

56 

3 

3 

56 

36 

76 

19 

37 

19 

4 

56 

9 

JmJ 

110 

2 

54 

2 

'  Total  .... 

!  224 

l 

135 

313 

64 

160 

71 

- 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA  1946 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction. 

Number  of 

Pre-baits 

Poison  baits 

Bodies 

Types  of  Premises 

Visits  paid 

Laid, 

Taken 

Laid 

Taken 

found 

Houses  . 

114 

131 

70 

36 

32 

27 

Factories . 

15 

162 

76 

12 

12 

11 

Food  premises 

1 1 

31 

13 

27 

27 

10 

Hen-runs . 

25 

51 

32 

27 

22 

19 

Collieries . 

6 

276 

1 20 

42 

-3b 

8 

Shops 

-- 

(not  food  shops).... 

4 

4 

- — - 

— - 

— 

— — 

Clubs  . 

4 

8 

4 

2 

1 

— . 

Tips . 

5 

60 

30 

10 

10 

— - 

i  Brooks  ....  . 

7 

36 

6 

o 

o 

Q 

o 

— 

Farms  . 

6 

86 

36 

18 

18 

4 

Schools  ....  . 

10 

20 

4 

4 

4 

1 

Slaughterhouses  .... 

8 

10 

4 

6 

6 

— 

Total  . 

215 

875 

395 

187 

171 

80 

Canal  Boats. 

The  number  of  boats  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year,  which 
could  reasonably  be  believed  to  be  in  use,  or  available  for  use,  was  15. 
Twenty-two  boats  were  inspected  during  the  year.  There  was  one  infringe¬ 
ment  of  the  Canal  Boats  Acts. 

The  welfare  services  continue  to  be  available  to  women  and  children 
on  barges  and  the  health  visitors  make  regular  inquiries  regarding  any 
such  persons,  who  may  require  help  and  advice. 


> 
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Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces.  # 

Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces  (including 

inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA,  1946. 


Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Premises 

(i) 

No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions 
(2) 

No.  of 

W  riiten 
Notices 

(3) 

No.  of 
Occupiers 
prosecuted 
(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical 

power . 

56 

6 

— 

Factories  without  mechanical 

power . 

18 

1 

- - 

Other  premises . 

— 

■ 

Total . 

74 

7 

— 
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j  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA,  1946. 

Factories,  Workshops  and  ¥/orkp!aces. 

Defects  Found. 

Number  of 

No.  of  Defects 

offences  in  res- 

pect  of  which 

Referred 

Prosecutions 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

to  H.M. 

were 

Inspector 

instituted 

w 

0) 

(3) 

W 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the 

Public  Health  Acts  : 

Want  of  cleanliness. 

9  IK 

.  20 

— 

- - 

Want  of  ventilation... 

- - 

_ _ 

— 

— 

Overcrowding . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  drainage 

of  floors . 

[ 

1 

Other  nuisances . 

6 

0 

— 

- - 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

Insufficient . 

5 

5 

— 

- — 

Unsuitable  or 

% 

defective . 

1 

1 

Not  separate  for 

sexes . 

Other  Offences . 

9 

2 

— 

— 

Total . 

- - — - - 

40 

35 

— 

- - 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  is  chlorinated  before  reaching  the  town.  A 
bacteriological  examination  of  the  water  supply  is  carried  out  weekly  at 
the  reservoirs.  The  results  of  these  examinations  have  been  uniformly 
good.  In  addition,  samples  are  taken  from  various  parts  of  the  town  at 
frequent  intervals  and  reports  on  these  samples  have  been  consistently 
good.  Tables  shewing  the  results  of  the  chemical  analysis  of  the  water 
supply  will  be  found  on  page  35.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  dealing 
with  the  lead  content  of  the  water  samples  that  the  amount  of  lead,  as 
might  be  expected,  is  much  increased  when  the  Avater  has  remained  in 
the  service  pipe  overnight.  Hence  the  desirability  of  allowing  the  tap  to 
run  on  the  first  occasion  it  is  used  in  the  day. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA,  1946. 


Lead  Content  oi  Water 
in  parts  per  100,000 


Sample  [Taj)) 

1 

2 

3 

* 

4 

First  running  after 
standing  overnight .... 

Less  than 

0.01 

Less  than 

0.05 

0.06 

0.04 

After  normal  running 
of  tap . 

Not 

detectable 

in  50  c.c. 

Not 

detectable 

in  50  c.c. 

o 

!  © 

0.01 

HOUSING. 


The  undermentioned  table  reveals  the 


progress 


mad  e 


during  the 


year  in  the  provision  of  houses  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (6)).... 

(i)  by  Local  Authority  . 

(ii)  by  other  Local  Authorities . 

(iii)  by  other  bodies  or  persons . 

(b)  With 'State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts 

(i)  by  Local  Authority  .  ' . 

(ii)  by  other  bodies  of  persons . 


135 

110 

Nil 

25 


1 10 
Nil 


During  the  year  twenty- seven  houses  were  disinfested  with  D.D.T. 
and  the  results  obtained  were  very  satisfactory. 

Although  no  figure  as  to  the  actual  extent  of  overcrowding  is 
available  this  year,  there  is  evidence  that  it  is  considerable.  A  new 
survey  would  be  necessary  to  ascertain  the  position  accurately,  and 
unless  the  present  staff  were  to  be  supplemented,  could  not  be  carried 
out. 

The  allocation  of  new  houses  is  done  by  the  Housing  Director  on 
a  “points  system.”  The  Health  Department  takes  no  part  in  the  allocation 
of  these  lettings. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  considerable  difficulty  with  regard 
to  labour  and  materials  necessary  to  comply  with  notices  served.  On  the 
whole  the  standard  of  repair  has  been  reasonably  well  maintained. 
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Well  Road  Clearance  Order,  1941. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  under  review,  the  Minister  indicated 
his  willingness  to  consider  the  Order  made  by  the  Council  on  the  15th 
July,  1941,  under  Part  III  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  in  which  they 
declared  the  area  specified  a  Clearance  Area  within  the  meaning  of  section 
25  of  the  Act.  This  area  consisted  of  two  houses,  1  and  3  Well  Road, 
Leigh,  which  were  subject  to  frequent  flooding.  Arrangements  were  made 
for  a  Public  Inquiry,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  to  be 
held  on  the  15th  January,  1947. 

MILK  AND  FOOD  SUPPLY. 

The  table  on  page  39  shews  the  number  of  samples  of  milk  sub¬ 
mitted  to  bacteriological  examination  and  the  results  obtained.  It  will 
be  seen  that  five  (4.58%)  out  of  a  total  of  109  samples  of  undesignated 
milk  contained  tubercle  bacilli.  In  1945,  nine  (10.71%)  out  of  a  total  ol 
84  samples  contained  tubercle  bacilli. 

Of  the  38  samples  of  pasteurised  milk,  none  contained  tubercle 
bacilli.  A  high  percentage  of  the  milk  consumed  in  the  Borough  is  heat- 
treated,  being  either  pasteurised  or  sterilized. 

Details  regarding  meat  inspection  are  given  in  the  table  on  page 
38.  There  has  been  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  animals  examined 
after  slaughter  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  The  table  on  page  42  gives 
details  of  the  foods,  other  than  freshly  killed  meat,  condemned  as  being 
unfit  for  human  consumption. 


MILK  AND  FOOD  SUPPLY,  1946. 
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Adulteration. 

The  tables  on  pages  40  and  41  give  details  concerning  the  samples 
taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  5  (7.7%)  out  of  65  samples 
submitted  lor  examination  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  were  adulterated 
or  otherwise  gave  rise  to  irregularity.  In  1945  5  (7.7%)  out  of  the  65 
samples  submitted  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  were  adulterated  or 
otherwise  gave  rise  to  irregularity. 


MILK  AND  FOOD  SUPPLY,  1946. 


Adulterated  Samples  —  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 


.Serial 

No. 

Article 

Whether  for¬ 
mal,  informal 
or  private 

Nature  of  adulteration 
or  irregularity 

Observations 

.717 

Sausage 

Formal 

Deficient  26  per  cent 
meat  contents 

Suggested  facts  be 
Reported  to  Local 
Food  Control 
Committee 

725 

Milk 

Formal 

Deficient  7.6  per  cent  fat 
and  5.2  per  cent  solids 
(not  fat).  Freezing  point- 
indicated  5.0  per  cent 
extraneous  water 

Vendor  cautioned 

i 

756 

Milk 

Formal 

Deficient  6  per  cent  fat 

Further  samples 
advised 

760 

Compound 

yeast 

tablets 

Informal 

Unsatisfactory  label.  No. 
declaration  of  minimum 
quantities  of  vitamins 

Stock  withdrawn 
from  sale 

762' 

Confec¬ 
tionery  fat 

Informal 

The  sample  had  an 
objectionable  rancid 
odour  and  taste 

Stock  surrendered 

41 


MILK  AND  FOOD  SUPPLY,  1946. 


Samples  taken  — 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

4 

A  Hide 

Number  examined 

Number  adulterated  or 
otherwise  giving  rise  to 
irregularity 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Formed 

Informal 

Total 

Almond  Cream . 

1 

1 

Aspirin  tablets . 

1 

1 

Baking  powder . 

1 

1 

Black  puddings . 

1 

1 

Cake  decorations . 

1 

1 

Chocolate  cake  mixture.... 

1 

I 

Compound  yeast  tablets.. 

1 

1 

1 

J 

Confectionery  fat . 

1 

1 

1 

Gin . 

1 

I 

Ice  cream . 

‘> 

O 

3 

Indian  brandee . 

1  ' 

1 

Jelly  crystals.. . 

1 

1 

Jelly  (raspberry) . 

1 

1 

Lemon  flavouring . 

1 

1 

Margarine . 

i 

1 

Milk . 

30 

4 

34 

2 

Nut  butter . 

1 

1 

Pudding  mixture . 

1 

1 

Rum . 

i 

1 

Sausage . * . 

4 

4 

\ 

1 

Sponge  mixture . 

1 

1 

Vinegar . 

1 

1 

Whisky . 

1 

1 

Wine . 

4 

4 

:  Total . 

37 

28 

1 

65 

3 

2 

5 
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MILK  AND 

FOOD  SUPPLY, 

1946 

Food 

Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 

Nature  of  Food 

Type  of  Packing 

Quantity  Condemned 

Bacon  . 

591  lb. 

Bean  . :  . 

8  oz. 

14  tins 

10  oz. 

3  tins 

16  oz. 

17  tins 

l’s 

5  tins 

Beetroot  . 

A2 

2  tins 

Brisket  Beef . . 

4  lb. 

4  tins 

*  6  lb. 

2  tins 

Brislings  . 

4  oz. 

12  tins 

Carrots . 

5  tons 

Cheese  . 

m 

59  lbs. 

Chopped  Ham  . 

12  oz. 

2  tins 

Corned  Beef . 

7  lb.  tin 

6  tins 

Flour  . 

2  cwt. 

Fruit  . 

12  oz. 

3  tins 

2  lb. 

3  tins 

2*  lb. 

24  tins 

3  lb. 

3  tins 

6  lb. 

2  tins 

6f  lb. 

2  tins 

1  gall. 

3  tins 

All 

* 

3  tins 

Garden  Peas, . 

A  2 

8  tins 

10  oz. 

5  tins 

16  oz. 

10  tins 

2  lb. 

1  tin 

21  lb. 

4  tins 

Ham  . 

131  lb. 

Kippers . 

25  lb. 

Luncheon  Meat  . 

....  .... 

8  oz. 

4  tins 

12  oz. 

185  tins 

Margarine  . 

5  lb. 

Marmalade  . 

J  lb. 

2  tins 

2  lb. 

1  tin 

Meat  Loaf  . 

1 2  oz. 

18  tins 

Milk  ( unsweetened ) 

....  .... 

141  oz. 

166  tins 

1  6  oz. 

1  tin 

If  lb. 

27  tins 

Milk  (sweetened ) . 

....  .... 

If 

74  tins 

If 

32  tins 

3 

4  tins 

Ox  Tongue  . 

6  lb. 

4  tins  ; 

116  lb. 

Pilchards  . 

....  .... 

l’s  oval 

2  tins 

1  lb. 

38  tins 

Pears  . 

. 

1  gall. 

l’s 

1  tin 

Pork  Sausage  Meat 

. 

14  tins 

111b. 

3  tins 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat  .... 

12  oz. 

88  tins 

Poultry  . 

77  lb. 

Ready  Meals  . 

16  oz. 

74  tins 

Salmon  . 

....  .... 

l’s 

50  tins 

I’s 

35  tins 

1  lb. 

1  tin 

lib. 

188  tins 

1  lb. 

31  tins 

Shredded  Wheat . 

24  pkts. 

Soup  . 

10  oz. 

9  tins 

16  oz. 

146  tins 

S ugar  . 

56  lb. 

Sultanas 

65  lb. 

Veal  and  Ham  . 

11  lb. 

14  tins 

Vienna  Sausages . 

24  oz. 

17  tins 

Tomato  Paste 

l’s 

19  tins 

Tinned  Steak  . 

. 

l’s 

47  tins 

16  oz. 

389  tins 

43 


# 


PREVALENCE  OE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Notifiable  Diseases. 

The  table  oil  page  45  gives  details  regarding  the  age  and  sex  incid- 
dence  of  the  notifiable  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis.  The  figures  given 


in  this  table  are  the  number  of  notified  eases  after  due  allowance  lias  been 
made  for  subsequent  alteration  in  the  diagnosis  as  originally  notified. 


Whooping  Cough. 

There  was  a  considerable  increase  during  1946  in  the  incidence  of 
whooping  cough.  There  were  126  cases  notified  during  the  year  compared 
with  29  in  1945.  Of  the  126  cases  which  were  notified  in  1946,  55  were 
males  and  71  were  females.  The  greatest  incidence  was  in  children  aged 
four  vears. 

Facilities  exist  for  the  immunisation  of  children  against  whooping 
cough.  37  children  were  immunised  against  whooping  cough  in  1946. 


Diphtheria. 

The  year  1946  witnessed  a  reduction  in  the  incidence  ol  diphtheria. 
The  actual  number  of  cases  was  14  and  this  represents  a  reduction  of.  2 
on  the  previous  year's  figure  of  16.  The  table  on  page  48  illustrates  the 
marked  reduction  in  the  incidence  of  this  disease  which  has  taken  place 
since  1940.  In  that  year  there  were  167  cases.  During  the  four  following 
years  the  cases  numbered  between  30  and  50  and  in  1945  fell  to  16.  Of 
the  14  cases  which  occurred  in  1946  5  were  in  males  and  9  in  females. 

The  table  on  page  47  sets  out  the  number  of  children  who  have 
been  immunised  since  1935  and  also  gives  the  ages  at  which  they  were 
immunised.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  total  number  of  children  immunised 
in  1946  was  402.  Approximately  49%  of  the  child  population  of  the 
Borough  under  five  years  and  54%  of  the  child  population  over  five  years 
have  been  immunised  against  diphtheria. 

It  is  disappointing  to  Lave  to  report  a  decrease  in  the  number  of 
children  who  have  been  immunised  for  it  is  important  to  remember  that 
is  necessary  for  the  majority  of  the  children  in  the  Borough  to  be  protected 
by  immunisation  if  the  incidence  of  diphtheria  is  to  be  reduced  still  further 
and  maintained  at  a  low  level.  We  possess  the  means  necessary  to  reduce 
the  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  to  insignificant  proportions.  All  that 
is  required  is  that  parents  should  make  full  use  of  the  existing  facilities 
for  immunisation. 

In  addition  to  the  figures  given  in  the  table  on  page  47  a  total  of 
10  children  failed  to  complete  the  process  of  immunisation  during  1946. 
All  these  children  received  at  least  one  injection  of  immunising  material. 


L94  school  children  who  had  been  previously  immunised  against 
diphtheria  were  re -immunised  in  1946  with  a  single  dose  of  immunising 
material. 


Measles. 

The  incidence  of  measles  showed  a  considerable  increase,  there 
being  295  cases  compared  with  126  in  1945.  Since  it  became  a  notifiable 
disease  in  October,  1939,  measles  has  shown  a  biennial  increased  incidence 
in.  the  Borough.  Hence  the  increased  incidence  during  1946  was  not 
unexpected. 

i 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Erysipelas. 

The  incidence  of  these  two  diseases  has  shown  a  decrease  during 
the  year,  41  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  8  cases  ot  erysipelas  being  notified. 


Pneumonia. 


of  one 


The  number  of  cases  of  pneumonia  was  64  representing 
on  the  notifications  received  during  the  previous  year. 


an  increase 


Scabies. 

Scabies  has  been  a  notifiable  disease  in  the  Borough  since  July, 
1943.  During  1946  257  cases  of  scabies  were  notified.  The  number  of 
notified  cases  during  1945  was  319.  There  has  thus  been  a  considerable 
reduction  in  the  incidence  of  this  complaint.  The  notified  incidence  in 
Leigh  was  greater  in  females  than  in  males,  and  this  greater  incidence  in 
females  was  also  observed  in  1945.  During  1946  there  were  155  notified 
cases  in  females  and  102  in  males.  The  largest  number  of  cases  occurred 
in  the  age-group  5-10  years  (64  cases),  and  this  age  group  was  closely 
followed  by  the  age  groups  20-35  years  and  10-15  years  (60  and  39  cases 
respectively).  These  three  age  groups  also  accounted  for  the  greatest 
incidence  in  1945. 


Tuberculosis. 

The  total  number  of  cases  notified  was  30  compared  with  a  total 
of  41  cases  in  1 945.  Twenty- one  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  were 
notified  in  1946,  and  this  represents  a  reduction  of  11  on  the  number  of 
cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis,  which  were  notified  in  1945.  The  number 
of  cases  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  notified  was  9. 

During  1946  there  was  a  total  of  16  deaths.  In  1945  the  number 
of  deaths  from  tuberculosis  was  19.  Eleven  of  the  deaths  which  occurred 
in  1946  were  due  to  respiratory  tuberculosis  (in  1945  the  number  of  deaths 
from  this  cause  was  15)  and  the  remaining  five  to  non-respiratory  tuber¬ 
culosis. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE,  1946. 

Incidence  of  Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE,  1946. 


Incidence  and  Mortality  of  Tuberculosis 


Age  periods 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Respiratory 

Non -respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non  -  respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  I  year 

1  year  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— _ 

5  „  . 

— 

— — 

2 

0 

— 

-  — . 

— _ 

— 

10  „  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

15  „  . 

1 

— 

— 

- — 

- — - 

- — 

— 

__ 

20  „  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

9 

A - 

— 

— 

25  „  . 

2 

3 

2 

- — 

1 

— 

- — 

— 

35  „  . 

0 

JU 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

45  „ 

4 

3 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

55  „  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

— 

1 

65  and  upwards.. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— - 

2 

Totals  . . 

13 

8 

5 

4 

7 

4 

2 

3 

x  — —  N 

21 

9 

11 

5 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE,  1946. 


Incidence  and  Mortality  of  Tuberculosis,  1939-1946. 


1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

Notified  cases— 

(a)  Respiratory . 

35 

35 

29 

33 

34 

31 

32 

21 

( b )  Non-respiratory........ 

16 

16 

14 

9 

13 

14 

9 

9 

Deaths — - 

(a)  Respirator}?- . 

19 

31 

20 

26 

13 

14 

15 

11 

(6)  Non-respiratory.. 

4 

4 

2 

6 

er’ 

5 

4 

4 

5 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

DURING  1946. 

Number  of  Children  Immunized 

since  1935. 

Age 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1 

1946  j 

1 

Total  No. 

imrn  un  ised 

0 

yrs. 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

9 

3 

— 

4 

6 

1 

y y 

5 

9 

12 

18 

6 

7 

53 

247| 

1 

157 

200 

298 

257 

2 

?  5 

5 

12 

3 

24 

9 

9 

81 

152 

74 

34 

59 

46 

3 

>  y 

r-t 

i 

8 

7 

27 

4 

4 

61 

132 

53 

16 

34 

laflEa 

27 

4 

y  > 

11 

19 

12 

40 

29 

o 

92 

149 

82 

97 

1 

45 

26 

under  S  years 
1160 

5 

1 

1?! 

19 

15 

54 

30 

4 

105 

108 

. 

65 

15 

32 

16 

6 

y  y 

14 

3 

10 

60 

45 

3 

1 32 

96 

58 

14 

44 

9 

7 

y  y 

— 

0 

U--.JH2  x.vsrL’jrsa  . . . 

4]  75 

55 

2 

81 

83 

59 

10 

37 

9 

8 

y  y 

— 

— 

10 

60 

43 

1 

59 

61 

39 

14 

17 

— - 

9 

yy 

— 

— 

— 

49 

36 

i 

61 

67 

33 

5 

9 

2 

10 

y  y 

— 

— 

— 

7 

1 

54 

78 

34 

9 

19 

— - 

11 

y  y 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

35 

44 

54 

7 

21 

1 

12 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

18 

27 

77 

4 

13 

1 

XO  j5 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

15 

60 

3 

1  5 

1 

2 

14 

y  y 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

6 

20 

1 

15  ,, 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

9 

— 

— 

j  emesa  aatsa  sac*: 

from  5-14  years 

3740 

Total 

59 

76 

73 

407 

264 

37 

837 

1276 

877 

359 

637 

402 

4900 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE,  1946. 


Notified  Incidence  of  Certain  Infectious  Diseases  (1940  to  1946) 


1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

Diphtheria 

178  (11) 

63  (18) 

72  (24) 

63  (17) 

53  (21) 

27  (11) 

31  (17) 

Scarlet  Fever  .... 

77  (2) 

116  (3) 

90 

HI  (7) 

63  (3) 

55  (1) 

49  (8) 

Pneumonia 

101 

55 

64 

102  (1) 

67 

63 

65  (1) 

Measles  . 

1330 

21 

450 

172 

604 

126 

295 

Whooping  Cough 

92 

108  (3) 

76 

78 

108  (1) 

29  (1) 

126 

The  figures  in  brackets  are  the  number  of  cases  in  which  the 
diagnosis  as  originally  notified  was  subsequently  altered. 


Infestation  by  Head  Lice. 

Efforts  continue  to  be  made  to  deal  with  infestation  by  the  head 
louse  and  appropriate  instructions  are  issued  to  the  parents  of  infested 
children.  Lethane  oil  is  used  for  the  purpose  of  treatment,  and  when 
required  nit  combs  are  available  on  loan.  The  improvement  which  has 
occurred  in  the  cleanliness  of  school  children  during  recent  years  has  been 
maintained.  1,714  school  children  were  found  to  be  infested  with  the 
head  louse  in  1946.  In  the  years  1945  and  1944  the  number  of  school 
children  so  infested  was  2,465  and  1,036  respectively. 

Fifteen  (17.5%)  of  the  85  new  admissions  to  the  Day  Nursery 
during  the  year  were  infested  with  the  head  louse  at  the  time  of  their 
admission.  In  1945,  14  (19.4%)  of  the  72  children  admitted  to  the  Nursery 
during  that  year  were  infested. 


*  y 


o> 


) 


s- 


fS 


•".e 


